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somehow estimating the tendencies and motives of
their fellow-creatures in a mass by rule of thumb,
rather than by any distinctly assignable logical
process; only to be gained by long experience and
shrewd observation of men and cities. Such a faculty,
as it reaches sound results without employing explicit
definitions and syllogisms and inductive processes,
sometimes inclines its possessors to look down too
contemptuously upon the closet student.

While, however, I frankly confess my hopeless
incapacity for taking any part in the process by
which party platforms are constructed, I should be
ashamed to admit that I was not very keenly inter-
ested in political discussions which seem to me to
touch vitally important matters. And fully recog-
nising the vast superiority of the practical man in
his own world, I also hold that he should not treat
me and my like as if we, according to the famous
comparison, were black beetles, and he at the opposite
pole of the universe. There exists, in books at
least, such a thing as political theory, apart from
that claiming to underlie the immediate special
applications. Your practical man is given to appeal-
ing to such theories now and then ; though I confess
that he too often leaves the impression of having
taken them up on the spur of the moment to round
a peroration and to give dignity to a popular cry;